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cited by some who oppose his nomina-
tion in fact validates Mr. McConnell’s
testimony to the committee. There has
been no inconsistency in Mr. McCon-
nell’s testimony, either to the com-
mittee or in sworn testimony in a dep-
osition. Jack McConnell is not a party
to the lawsuit. He has been accused of
no wrongdoing. There is no basis to be-
lieve that Mr. McConnell did not an-
swer questions from members of the
committee truthfully. Some Senators
may feel strongly that Mr. McConnell
and his firm were wrong to sue lead
paint companies, but there is simply no
basis for believing that Mr. McConnell
was untruthful with the committee. I
hope other Senators will reject those
conclusions.

With more than 25 years of experi-
ence as an outstanding litigator in pri-
vate practice, Mr. McConnell has been
endorsed by The Providence Journal,
which wrote: “In his legal work and
community leadership [he] has shown
that he has the legal intelligence, char-
acter, compassion, and independence to
be a distinguished jurist.” This debate
should focus on Mr. McConnell’s quali-
fications, experience, temperament, in-
tegrity, and character. Any fair evalua-
tion of his qualifications would reveal
a nominee worthy of confirmation.

I congratulate Jack McConnell and
his family on his confirmation today. I
commend Senator REED and Senator
WHITEHOUSE for their steadfast support
and all they have done to ensure that
the Senate vote on this nomination.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Rhode Island.

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the remaining time
postcloture be yielded back and the
Senate proceed to vote on the con-
firmation of the nomination of John J.
McConnell, Jr., to be a U.S. District
Judge for the District of Rhode Island;
that the motion to reconsider be con-
sidered made and laid upon the table
with no intervening action or debate;
that no further motions be in order to
the nomination; that the President be
immediately notified of the Senate’s
action; the Senate then resume legisla-
tive session and proceed to a period of
morning business for debate only until
7:30 p.m., with Senators permitted to
speak for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Without objection, it is so ordered.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the nomination of
John J. McConnell, Jr., of Rhode Is-
land, to be United States District
Judge for the District of Rhode Island?

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I
ask for the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There is a sufficient second.

The clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk called
the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Hawaii (Mr. AKAKA), the
Senator from California (Mrs. BOXER),
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and the Senator from Washington (Mrs.
MURRAY) are necessarily absent.

I further announce that, if present
and voting, the Senator from Hawaii
(Mr. AKAKA) and the Senator from
Washington (Mrs. MURRAY) would each
vote ‘‘yea.”

Mr. KYL. The following Senators are
necessarily absent: the Senator from
Oklahoma (Mr. COBURN) and the Sen-
ator from Kansas (Mr. ROBERTS).

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. BEN-
NET). Are there any other Senators in
the Chamber desiring to vote?

The result was announced—yeas 50,
nays 44, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 66 Ex.]

YEAS—50
Baucus Harkin Nelson (FL)
Begich Inouye Pryor
Bennet Johnson (SD) Reed
Bingaman Kerry Reid
Blumenthal Klobuchar Rockefeller
Brown (OH) Kohl Sanders
Cantwell Landrieu Schumer
Cardin Lautenberg Shaheen
Carper Leapy Stabenow
Casey Levin
Conrad Lieberman Tester
Coons Manchin Udall (CO)
Durbin McCaskill Udall (NM)
Feinstein Menendez Warner
Franken Merkley Webb
Gillibrand Mikulski Whitehouse
Hagan Nelson (NE) Wyden
NAYS—44

Alexander Enzi McConnell
Ayotte Graham Moran
Barrasso Grassley Murkowski
Blunt Hatch Paul
Boozman Hoeven Portman
Brown (MA) Hutchison Risch
Burr Inhofe Rubio
Chambliss Isakson R
Coats Johanns :;islg;ls
Cochran Johnson (WI)

X N Snowe
Collins Kirk
Corker Kyl Thune
Cornyn Lee Toomey
Crapo Lugar Vitter
DeMint McCain Wicker

NOT VOTING—5

Akaka Coburn Roberts
Boxer Murray

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the motion to re-
consider is considered made and laid
upon the table, the President will be
immediately notified of the Senate’s
action, and the Senate will resume leg-
islative session.

————
LEGISLATIVE SESSION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate will now
return to legislative session.

————
MORNING BUSINESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate is now
in a period for the transaction of morn-
ing business for debate only until 7:30
p.m., with Senators permitted to speak
for up to 10 minutes each.

The Senator from Iowa.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent to speak for a
much longer period of time, for 45 min-
utes. I may not use all that time, but
I would like to have permission to
speak for that time.
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

ETHANOL

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, it is
not going to surprise any of my col-
leagues or the public at large that a lot
of times I come to the Senate floor to
speak about agriculture and to speak
about ethanol. What brings me to the
floor today is the ongoing crusade by
the Wall Street Journal, in an intellec-
tually dishonest way, to put out a lot
of facts about ethanol that are not
true.

The latest barrage comes from an
interview published last Saturday in
the Wall Street Journal with C. Larry
Pope, CEO of Smithfield Foods. In this
article, there are a lot of
misstatements about ethanol and
about ethanol causing the price of food
to rise dramatically. I take the floor
now to rebut some of those
misstatements and also to set the
record straight so that when a very
fine CEO such as Mr. Pope, even
though I disagree with him on this ar-
ticle—he is a decent person, and he is a
good corporate executive—the next
time, he will not speak. But I can also
say I do not like to have confronta-
tions with Smithfield Foods because
they do provide a lot of good-paying
jobs in the Middle West, and they do a
good job of adding value to agriculture.

There has been a tradition at Smith-
field to kind of not appreciate Amer-
ican agriculture. It goes back to some
conversations I had with the previous
CEO by the name of Joe Luter. I re-
member Joe Luter coming to my office
to try to explain to me some things he
thought I had misinterpreted of what
he was really talking about regarding
the family farmer and about the pro-
duction of hogs and whether he was
wanting to put the family farmer out
of business.

I remember just as if it was said to
me yesterday a statement he made
when I said: You are running the fam-
ily farmer, the family producer, the
independent producer out of the hog
business, and you want to control ev-
erything. He said to me something
along the lines: I do not want to put
your farmers out of business; I just
want them feeding my pigs. He was ba-
sically saying he wanted the family
farmer to be an employee of Smithfield
and not be an independent producer.

Another point he tried to argue with
me—and I am referring to Mr. Pope’s
predecessor, Mr. Luter—he also argued
that Iowa farmers in a sense were not
smart enough to run a packing plant.
In fact, he offered to give a plant to a
group of farmers and guaranteed it
would be out of business within 6
months.

I do not know whether I have fault
with Mr. Pope as CEO of Smithfield
and ethanol in this case as opposed to
Mr. Luter, his predecessor, and who is
going to raise pigs, but there may be
an institutional bias within the cor-
poration of Smithfield.
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